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Preface

Cemeteries in Minoan Crete were always out-
side the towns. Both adults and children were bu-
ried in communal graves in the early centuries of
the Minoan era, but individual burial, often in jars
or other containers, gradually became more popu-
lar during the Middle Minoan period. In eastern
Crete, as elsewhere on the Minoan island, the
cemeteries were an important aspect of Bronze
Age culture. They provided the society with an es-
sential part of its self-cognition, and those who
had their final repose there were clearly a focus of
community life both at the time of burial and in
later years.

Because cemeteries were such an essential as-
pect of Minoan culture, they provide a useful
series of documents in the reconstruction of
Minoan belief-systems. The evidence demon-
strates their persistent role in Minoan life, and it
shows that the religious practices that occur in the
towns of the Late Bronze Age were often a devel-
opment from practices that had been associated
with cemeteries in earlier periods. Many of the
most persistent Minoan religious symbols, like

horn-shaped objects, women holding snakes, and
humans grappling with bulls, are first known to us
through objects found in cemeteries.

Investigation of the cemetery was an important
aspect of the research plan for Pseira Island. Al-
though Richard Seager almost completely exca-
vated the burial ground in 1907, the absence of a
final publication on the early work has seriously
hampered our understanding of the island’s histo-
ry. The settlement on Pseira Island can only be un-
derstood if the important evidence from its ceme-
tery is described as fully as possible, so that the
information it provides can be integrated with the
other knowledge we have about the site’s people
and their history. The cemetery investigation was
conducted over a period of several years, and it
involved work by many individuals. In addition to
the excavation of the tombs, the methodology
required an intensive examination of the surface of
the cemetery and the collection and recording of
objects visible above ground. This volume pres-
ents the results of that surface survey.

Philip P. Betancourt
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