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Preface

The archaeological survey of Pseira Island was a part of the Pseira Project, an
American-Greek collaboration (synergasia) directed jointly by Philip P. Betancourt
and Costis Davaras. It is published in two parts. Pseira VIII includes several studies
that aid in the interpretation of the entire body of research, and Pseira IX includes
the results of the intensive walking survey of the island and the interpretation sec-
tion. In Pseira VIII, those persons who wrote the individual sections are listed as
authors. In much of Pseira IX, the research is combined into a more integrated
whole, following the suggestion of Cherry, Davis, and Mantzourani (eds., 1991).
Richard Hope Simpson contributed the report on the walking survey, and Philip P.
Betancourt contributed the pottery studies. The two authors collaborated on the
interpretation, both with informal discussions over a period of many years and with
more formal exchanges of manuscripts.

Several preliminary reports as well as earlier volumes in the series refer to the sur-
vey. Seven volumes have been published (Betancourt and Davaras, eds., 1995; 1998
a; 1998 b; 1999; 2001; 2002; 2003). Preliminary reports on aspects of the survey
include a thesis on the soils and land use (Clark 1990) and reports on the Theran
pumice (Betancourt et al. 1990), the terraces (Rackham and Moody 1992, 129), the
agricultural system (Betancourt and Hope Simpson 1992), the geology (Davaras,
Betancourt, and Farrand 1992), the stone quarry (Betancourt 1996; 2001), and com-
puter-assisted mapping (Onyshkevych, Hafford, and May 1996). On the survey in
general, the reader may consult Betancourt and Davaras 1990. Portions of the sur-
vey that help the interpretation of the Pseira cemetery were included in Pseira VI
(Betancourt and Davaras, eds., 2002).
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