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gy samples in Unit M 9-10, above bed of stream (1990).

Plate 33A. Site M 9, south part of dam after excavation, looking southwest (1990).

Plate 33B. Site M 9, central part of dam, showing trench M 9-13 after excavation, looking east.

Plate 34A. Site M 9, junction of north end of dam with terrace wall (trench M 9-6, Unit M 9-6-2), look-
ing northeast (1990).

Plate 34B. Site M 9, core of dam in north part, after partial excavation of M 9-4-4, looking north (1989).

Plate 35A. Site M 10, general view looking west (1988).

Plate 35B. Site M 10, orthostatic slabs in northwest and southwest walls, looking north (1988).

Plate 36A. M 29, dam after excavation, looking north-northeast (1989).

Plate 36B. Site M 29, preserved part of front of dam after excavation, looking north (1989).

Plate 37A. Site M 29, west part of dam after excavation, showing remaining core of dam, looking south-
west (1989).

Plate 37B. Site M 29, west part of dam after excavation, showing remaining core of dam, looking west
(1989).

Plate 38A. Site M 58 (Building FA), megalithic wall at corner, looking north (1991).

Plate 38B. Site M 92, terrace front looking south (1988).

Plate 39A. Site Q 2, stone hut, looking southeast (1987).
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Plate 39B. Site Q 3, threshing floor, showing slabs angled outward at ca. 45º looking northwest.

Plate 40A. Site Q 21, terrace front before excavation, looking west (1988).

Plate 40B. Dusty void coatings (plane-polarized light). Width of field 1.3 mm.

Plate 41A. Coated voids (cross-polarized light). Width of field 1.3 mm.

Plate 41B. Coated voids (plane-polarized light). Width of field 1.3 mm.

Plate 42A. Voids (cross-polarized light). Width of field 1.3 mm.

Plate 42B. Ooids (plane-polarized light). Width of field 1.3 mm.

Plate 43A. Plaster-like fragment (plane-polarized light). Width of field 1.3 mm.

Plate 43B. Plaster-like fragment (cross-polarized light). Width of field 1.3 mm.

Plate 44. Site Q 23. Walled entrance of cave, looking southwest (1990).



The information presented in this volume includes the main results of the inten-
sive surface survey undertaken as a part of the collaboration between Costis Dava-
ras and Philip Betancourt to investigate Pseira Island. It has shown that the residents
of Pseira used the resources of their small homeland in a very thorough way. They
used the land for intensive agriculture and animal husbandry, quarried bedrock for-
mations to obtain stone for building purposes, dammed up ravines to assist with
water management, cut local wood for fuel, collected fish and other marine life for
food, and used their small, protected harbor for seafaring. Most of the aspects of the
interaction between the human residents of the island and their natural environment
are addressed in one way or another by the work of the survey. The survey has dis-
covered a large amount of evidence for the reconstruction of the history of the tiny
island, and this new information helps us to better understand its history.

The Pseira Survey was conducted over a period of several years, in the same sea-
sons as the excavation of the settlement, so that the two parts of the project could
complement one another, and staff could be shared between the two classes of in-
vestigations. The methodology used for the surface survey recorded all locations
with material, collected all sherds and other artifacts that were observed, and re-
tained all material for future study. Selected survey locations were excavated to con-
tribute additional information. This methodology was very time-intensive, but the
authors are satisfied that the results, which represent one of the closest views ever
attempted for a Minoan landscape, justify the effort; many new conclusions emerge
from this study.

Preface

Philip P. Betancourt



Abbreviations

The following abbreviations are used in the reporting of the basic data from individual sites (Chapter 2):

3. Ht A.S.L.:
A.S.L., above sea level

4. Site type:
ACO, artifact collection
TER, terrace(s)

5. Rock type:
CAL, calcrete
CAS, calcareous sandstone
LIM, limestone
MET, metacarbonate
PHY, phyllite

6. Soil type:
BML, brown Mediterranean lithosols
CAL, calcrete
CAS, calcareous sandstone
CLI, calcareous lithosols
COL, colluvium
ELBM, extreme lithosolic brown Mediter-

ranean
ELRM, extreme lithosolic red Mediterra-

nean
RML, red Mediterranean lithosols

7. Vegetation: 
DENSE, heavy cover
LIGHT, light cover

MED, moderate cover
VLIGHT, very light cover

8. Surface visibility: 
EXC, excellent
GOOD, good
MOD, moderate
POOR, poor
VPOOR, very poor

10. Structures:
TER, terrace(s)

11. Pottery summary: 
VTHICK, very large amount, 1 sherd or

more per 10 sq m
THICK, large amount, 1 sherd per 10–24

sq m
NORM, normal/average amount, 1 sherd

per 25–74 sq m
SPARSE, small amount, 1 sherd per

75–199 sq m
VSPARSE, very small amount, 1 sherd or

less per 200 sq m




