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PREFACE

When I was invited to excavate at Midea in 1985, the
areas of investigation were divided between the excava-
tors. While K. Demakopoulou excavated at the West Gate
and P. Astrom at the East Gate, it was agreed that I should
investigate the Lower Terraces in the area below and north
of the East Gate (P1. 1). It was also decided that the exca-
vators should publish their finds in separate volumes.

The excavations in the different areas were carried out
independently. Thus, the responsibility for the results pre-
sented in this (and the previous) volume is entirely my
own. In some cases, | arrived at conclusions (for example
concerning the stratigraphy and aspects of the LH IIIB
and LH IIIC periods), which may differ from those of the
other two excavators.

The investigation on the Lower Terraces took place dur-
ing two different periods: 1985-1991 and 1994-1997. The
1985 and 1987 seasons were preliminary in nature. From
1989, support from the University of Cincinnati made it
possible for me to undertake large-scale excavations,
which led to the discovery of the sanctuary area on Terrace
9 and the megaron on Terrace 10. During the excavations
in 1989, a Byzantine terrace wall and remains of the
Middle Helladic settlement were found. Trenches excavat-
ed in 1990 on Terrace 9 revealed rooms which later could

be identified as part of a Mycenaean shrine area. The
Bronze Age strata were undisturbed and included a LH
IIC stratum as well as a LH IIIB floor, sealed by a stra-
tum of debris. A room and an outdoor area were found on
Terrace 10 next to the fortification wall which protects the
eastern side of the acropolis of Midea. In 1991 the first
nodule with a Linear B inscription was discovered in a
trench on Terrace 10, and the northern wall of a large
building, later identified as the megaron, appeared. Finds
from continued excavations by my team in the shrine area
included a fragment of a wheelmade female terracotta fig-
ure and a bovine figure as well as a stirrup jar decorated
with double axes, horns of consecration, birds, and flower
motifs. The results of the 1985-1991 excavations were
published in Walberg, Midea 1.

After three study seasons, the excavations were
resumed in 1994. My immediate aim was to obtain infor-
mation about the sanctuary area and the megaron and
their relation to adjacent buildings. The results of these
excavations are presented in this volume.

Cincinnati, November 2002
Gisela Walberg
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