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The transition from the Neolithic to the Minoan
Bronze Age is defined in terms of radical changes in
pottery fashions.

Sinclair Hood, The Minoans
1971
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Preface

This is a book about economic and social changes and how they occur. Its focus
is the opening phase of the Minoan “civilization” on the island of Crete, which is
a useful venue for examining such cultural transformations, because we have a con-
siderable amount of evidence for this early phase in human history. The conclusion
is that new developments in ceramics that reached Crete at the end of the Neolithic
period acted as the final piece in a set of complex factors that were already con-
verging to create the economic, technological, social, and religious advancements
we call the Early Bronze Age. The arguments are set out in two parts, a detailed
explanation of the ceramics we call Early Minoan I and the differences that set it
apart from its predecessors, and an explanation of how these new and highly supe-
rior containers changed the storage, transport, and accumulation of a new form of
wealth consisting primarily of agricultural and animal products. The increased sta-
bility and security provided by an improved ability to store food from one year to
the next would have a profound effect on the society.

The book is dedicated to the many graduate students who undertook pottery
projects in my courses at Temple University’s Tyler School of Art suburban cam-
pus. Between 1970 when I began teaching at the university and 2008 when the
campus moved into its new building in Philadelphia, I offered a seminar where
graduate students had an opportunity to experiment with ancient technology. In
addition to making faience, building warp-weighted looms, working on various
metals techniques, and other possibilities, the students could undertake various
ceramics projects including building a wood-burning kiln. The kilns were espe-
cially successful vehicles for understanding more about ancient pyrotechnology,
and students learned the subtle differences in construction design that can affect
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the resulting effectiveness of the firing. Some of the projects resulted in publica-
tions (Betancourt et al. 1979; Betancourt, Berkowitz, and Zaslow 1990; Gosser
and Sapareto 1984), while others were simply presented as seminar papers. All of
the projects led to a better appreciation of ancient technology by the instructor as
well as the students.
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