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Dimitri Nakassis, Joann Gulizio, and Sarah A. James

Preface

The title of this volume, ke-ra-me-ja, is a wom-
an’s name that appears only once in the extant My-
cenaean documentation, on Knossos Ap 639, a 
catalog of named women. We chose it because it 
means “potter” (Κεράμεια, from Greek κέραμος, 
“potter’s clay”) and combines two major strands 
of Cynthia Shelmerdine’s many scholarly pursuits: 
Mycenaean ceramics and Linear B texts. It there-
by signals her pioneering use of archaeological and 
textual data in a sophisticated and integrated way. 

Like Cynthia, it is also one of a kind. The intellec-
tual content of the essays presented to her in this 
volume demonstrate not only that her research has 
had a wide-ranging influence, but also that it is a 
model of scholarship to be emulated. The fact that 
the authors contributed in the first place is a tes-
tament to her warm and generous friendship. We 
hope that the papers in this volume both pay trib-
ute to her past work and prove fruitful to Cynthia 
in her many continuing endeavors.



Cynthia Shelmerdine credits much of her ear-
ly interest in archaeology to Emily and Cornelius 
Vermeule who became neighbors (and fellow dog 
walkers) during her junior year of high school. 
She followed this interest to Bryn Mawr Col-
lege where, when she began Greek in her soph-
omore year, she realized ancient Greece was her 
true passion. After graduating with a degree in 
Greek from Bryn Mawr, she studied for two years 
at Cambridge University as a Marshall Scholar 
and began to combine her interests in archaeolo-
gy and Greek in work on Linear B. From Cam-
bridge, she went on to Harvard University where 
she earned her Ph.D. in Classical Philology in 1977 
with a dissertation that grew out of work she had 
done on Late Helladic pottery from Nichoria with 
the University of Minnesota Messenia Expedi-
tion during the summers of 1972–1975. This ear-
ly background attests to her firm belief in taking 

Biography of Cynthia W. Shelmerdine

Susan Shelmerdine

an interdisciplinary approach to the study of early 
Greek history and signals three common threads 
in her scholarly work: Greek, Linear B, and Myce-
naean pottery. Cynthia joined the Department of 
Classics at the University of Texas in 1977, teach-
ing “all things Greek, from language to archae-
ology,” serving twice as Department Chair, and 
becoming the Robert M. Armstrong Centennial 
Professor of Classics in 2002, before retiring with 
emerita status in 2008 to continue her travels and 
her work on Mycenaean Greece. She returned to 
England in 2009 as a Visiting Associate at Oxford 
University and Official Visitor at Cambridge Uni-
versity and, in 2011, as Peter Warren Visiting Pro-
fessor at Bristol University.

In addition to writing a teaching commentary 
on Thucydides VI and an elementary Greek text-
book, Cynthia has published extensively on Py-
los and the evidence of the Linear B tablets for 
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and historical expert for the Iklaina Archaeologi-
cal Project (1999–present). Along the way, she has 
enjoyed sharing her love of ancient Greece and the 
Aegean Bronze Age with a wide audience as a reg-
ular lecturer and tour leader for the Archaeologi-
cal Institute of America. As this volume suggests, 
however, it is her interest in and her work with stu-
dents that she has enjoyed the most and that con-
tinues to fuel her passion for bringing Mycenaean 
society to the light of a new day.

understanding Mycenaean society. Her ability to 
draw out the big picture from details and data 
in the tablets is well illustrated in this work, as 
it is in The Cambridge Companion to the Aege-
an Bronze Age (2008), to which she contributed 
and also edited. Cynthia has continued to apply 
her expertise in Mycenaean pottery as a codirec-
tor of the Pylos Regional Archaeological Project, 
in charge of museum operations and Bronze Age 
ceramics (1991–1996), and again as a ceramics 
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A	 Akones “mound”
AR	 Arkalochori
ARM	 Armeni
ASCSA	 The American School of Classical 		
	 Studies at Athens
ca.	 approximately
CAP	 Cambridge Amphora Project
Chem.	 chemical group
CHIC	 Corpus Hieroglyphicarum Inscription-	
	 um Cretae
cm	 centimeter
comp.	 composite (measurement restored on 	
	 the basis of one or more overlapping 		
	 but nonjoining fragments)
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CR	 Crete
DA	 Dark Age
dat.	 dative 
diam.	 diameter
dim.	 dimensions	
EDS	 energy dispersive X-ray spectrography
EH	 Early Helladic
EM	 Early Minoan
EPG	 Early Protogeometric
est.	 estimated
fem.	 feminine
FM	 Furumark motif number
fr.	 fragment
FS	 Furumark shape number
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MY	 Mycenae
Myc. 	 Mycenaean
N	 Nikitopoulou tomb group 			 
	 (Tourkokivouro)
no.	 number
nom.	 nominative
pers. comm.	 personal communication
pers. obs.	 personal observation
PG	 Protogeometric
PH	 Phaistos
PIXE	 particle induced X-ray emission
PK	 Palaikastro
pl.	 plural
PN 	 place name
POR	 Poros Herakleiou
PR	 Prassa
PRAP	 Pylos Regional Archaeological 		
	 Project
pres.	 preserved
PY	 Pylos
Py/GC-MS	 pyrolysis/gas chromatography-mass 	
	 spectrometry
RCT	 Room of the Chariot Tablets, Knossos
rest.	 restored (measurement restored de-	
	 spite missing segments of profile)
RLWM	 Red Lustrous Wheelmade
SEM	 scanning electron microscope
sg.	 singular
SY	 Syme
T	 Tsagdi group
TH	 Thebes
th.	 thickness
TRO	 Troy
UMME	 University of Minnesota Messenia 	
	 Expedition
v	 verso
V	 Veves
WAE/ICP or ICP-AES	 inductively coupled plas-	
	 ma atomic emission spectrometry
XRD	 X-ray diffraction
XRF	 X-ray fluorescence
ZA	 Zakros

g	 grams
GC-MS	 gas chromatography-mass 			
	 spectrometry 
h.	 height
ha	 hectare
HARP	 Hora Apotheke Reorganization 		
	 Project
HM	 Heraklion Museum
Hom.	 Homeric/Homer
HT	 Hagia Triada
ICP-MS	 inductively coupled plasma mass 		
	 spectrometry
IKAP	 Iklaina Archaeological Project
INAA	 instrumental neutron activation 		
	 analysis
IO	 Juktas
kg	 kilograms
KH	 Chania
km	 kilometers
KN	 Knossos
KO	 Kophinas
L	 Lambropoulos/Lakkoules group
L.	 length
lat. inf.	 latus inferius
LC	 Late Cycladic
LD	 Lustrous Decorated
LH	 Late Helladic
LM	 Late Minoan
m	 meters	
M	 tombs excavated by UMME at 		
	 Nichoria
masc.	 masculine
m asl	 meters above sea level
max.	 maximum
MC	 Middle Cycladic
mcg	 micrograms
MGUA(s)	 “Minoan Goddess(es) with 
	 Upraised Arms”
MH 	 Middle Helladic
ml	 milliliters
MM	 Middle Minoan
MN	 man’s name
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