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Preface

This volume publishes the first of several Late Hellenistic buildings that were uncov-
ered on the island of Mochlos during the Greek-American excavations of 1989—-1994,
2005-2006, 20092010, and 2012. It also provides an introduction to the Hellenistic set-
tlement that flourished on the island for nearly a century before it was abandoned. The
Hellenistic remains were by no means the only remains uncovered in the course of the
excavations that dated after the Bronze Age, but they were certainly the most exten-
sive. The remains were located at or near the surface, on the top of the island, and along
its south slope where they overlay much of the Late Minoan III and Neopalatial settle-
ment remains. They also belonged to the longest lasting phase of the later occupation,
the entirety of which was relatively short in comparison to nearly 1,800 years of occu-
pation during the Bronze Age.

When the project began in 1989, many Hellenistic walls were visible at ground lev-
el, and some are still visible today. Richard Seager excavating in 1908 also encountered
these walls and dated them correctly to “Late Greek and Roman times” (Seager 19009,
275). Eager to find the Minoan town that lay beneath, he did not treat these walls kindly
and removed many without making a record of what he found. As a result, our picture
of Hellenistic Mochlos is not as complete as it might have been, but it is still remark-
ably well preserved. The current Greek-American project has used the same methodol-
ogy in the excavation of Hellenistic levels as in the excavation of prehistoric remains on
the site, preserving a careful record of the architecture, stratigraphy, and contexts of all
finds, although it has not always been possible to preserve all the architecture because
of the need to excavate the Bronze Age levels beneath. As a result, Natalia Vogeikoff-
Brogan, who has been entrusted with the publication of the Hellenistic settlement, has
been able to include a great deal of paleoenvironmental material—material that is often
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neglected in excavations dealing with historical remains—in her discussion. She has
been able to document the way different rooms in the Beam-Press Complex were used
and the way the occupants of the building ate and worked. She has also taken advan-
tage of scientific approaches that are commonly used in the examination of prehistoric
material, in particular the use of ceramic petrography in pottery analysis. This analy-
sis has allowed her to make one of her most important discoveries, the identification of
anew class of pottery that she has called East Cretan Cream Ware (ECCW), a classifi-
cation that allows her to attribute fine wares and other pottery to a source near ancient
Hierapytna (modern lerapetra). As a result, she has also been able to draw important
conclusions about Hierapytna and its territory in the late Hellenistic period, including
its commercial specialization and trade in wine. She has been able both to place the
Beam-Press Complex and the site itself in its wider geopolitical context and make a
number of discoveries about the history of East Crete in an important transitional pe-
riod when it lost its independence and became part of the wider Mediterranean world.

Unlike earlier volumes in the Mochlos publication series, which have published
multiple sites and buildings in each volume and have been divided into different books
in order to cover the large amount of material from the different sites, this volume
publishes only one building in its entirety. The Beam-Press Complex has been chosen
as the first topic in the series dealing with Hellenistic Mochlos because it was the first
to have been completely excavated and was also one of the best-preserved contexts
from this period. This complex also produced the most numerous and the most infor-
mative finds from any Hellenistic building excavated to date at Mochlos. The book is
divided into five chapters and accompanied by six appendices. Chapter 1 provides a
room-by-room description of the building, including a description of its stratigraphy
and finds, and a discussion of the way the room was probably used. As in earlier Mo-
chlos books, the presentation of each room ends with a list of artifacts and ecofacts,
which are discussed in detail in subsequent chapters and appendices. Chapter 2 de-
scribes the pottery, Chapter 3 the stone implements, and Chapter 4 the ceramic, glass,
metal, and shell objects. Chapter 5, the concluding chapter of the book, expands on
the subject of the role that Mochlos played in East Crete and its relations with Hiera-
pytna during the Late Hellenistic period.

Jeffrey S. Soles
Costis Davaras
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