
Hagios Charalambos

A Minoan Burial Cave in Crete

II. The Pottery





Hagios Charalambos 

A Minoan Burial Cave in Crete  

II. The Pottery

by

Louise C. Langford-Verstegen

with contributions by

Philip P. Betancourt, Costis Davaras, Susan C. Ferrence, and Eleni Nodarou

edited by

Philip P. Betancourt, Costis Davaras, and Eleni Stravopodi

Published by
INSTAP Academic Press

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
2015

PREHISTORY MONOGRAPHS 51 



Design and Production
INSTAP Academic Press, Philadelphia, PA

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
   
 Betancourt, Philip P., 1936–
  The Hagios Charalambos cave I : the excavation and the portable artifacts / by Philip P. Betancourt ; with contributions by Costis 
Davaras, Heidi M.C. Dierckx, Susan C. Ferrence, Panagiotis Karkanas, Tanya J. McCullough, James D. Muhly, Natalia Poulou-
Papadimitriou, David S. Reese, Antonia Stamos, Eleni Stravopodi, Maria Tsiboukaki, Louise L. Langford-Verstegen, and Gayla 
M. Weng ; edited by Philip P. Betancourt, Costis Davaras, and Eleni Stravopodi.
  pages cm. — (Prehistory monographs ; 47)
  Includes bibliographical references and index.
  ISBN 978-1-931534-80-2
  1. Crete (Greece)—Antiquities. 2. Hagios Charalambos (Greece)—Antiquities. 3. Caves—Greece—Hagios Charalambos. 4. 
Ossuaries—Greece—Hagios Charalambos. 5. Human remains (Archaeology)—Greece—Hagios Charalambos. 6. Grave goods—
Greece—Hagios Charalambos. 7. Excavations (Archaeology)—Greece—Hagios Charalambos. 8. Minoans—Greece—Hagios 
Charalambos—Antiquities. 9. Bronze age—Greece—Hagios Charalambos. I. Davaras, Costis. II. Dierckx, Heidi. III. Title. 
  DF221.C8B5635 2014
  939'.18—dc23
  2014022231
 

Copyright © 2015
INSTAP Academic Press

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
All rights reserved

Printed in the United States of America

Hagios Charalambos 

A Minoan Burial Cave in Crete

I. Excavation and Portable Objects (2014), Philip P. Betancourt, ISBN 978-1-931534-80-2 (print), ISBN 978-1-623033-93-4 (ebook) 

II. The Pottery (2015), Louise C. Langford-Verstegen, ISBN 978-1-931534-83-3 (print), ISBN 978-1-623034-02-3 (ebook)



This book is dedicated to my mother 
Maris Clymer Langford





Table of Contents

List of Tables in the Text... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ix

List of Figures... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .xi

List of Plates... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .xv

Overview. . . 	. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xvii

Acknowledgments... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xix

List of Abbreviations... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xxi

Chapter 1. Minoan Caves: Points to Consider Regarding Function... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Chapter 2. Methodology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Chapter 3. Coarse Fabrics, Neolithic to EM I... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Chapter 4. Coarse and Fine Fabrics, EM I–IIA. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Chapter 5. Dark Burnished Offering Tables in Monochrome Style with Coarse Phyllite Fabric, 
	 EM I–IIA... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

Chapter 6. Vasiliki Ware and Its Imitations, EM IIB... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

Chapter 7. Vessels in Pale Fabrics with Mostly Light-on-Dark Decoration, EM III–MM II... . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

Chapter 8. Diagonal Line Style Jugs and Other Small Jugs in Pale Fabrics, MM I.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

Chapter 9. Jugs with Bosses in Barbotine Style, MM I–II... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35



HAGIOS CHARALAMBOS II: THE POTTERYviii

Chapter 10. Knossian Pottery, EM II–MM II... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37

Chapter 11. Fine Red Fabrics with Dark Red Slip, Mostly MM IB.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39

Chapter 12. Cups and Trefoil-Mouthed Jugs with Parallels from Galatas, MM IB... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

Chapter 13. Kamares Ware, MM IB–IIB... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

Chapter 14. Chamaizi Pots, MM IIB.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

Chapter 15. Imports into Lasithi with Parallels from Malia, MM I–IIB.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .47

Chapter 16. Various Nonlocal Fabric Groups, EM III–MM IIB... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51

Chapter 17. The Lasithi Red Fabric Group, EM II–MM II... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55

Chapter 18. Conclusions.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .69

Appendix A. Petrographic Analysis of Selected Pottery Samples, Eleni Nodarou... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

Appendix B. The Pottery Statistics, Philip P. Betancourt, Susan C. Ferrence, 
	 Louise C. Langford-Verstegen... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101

Appendix C. The Elusive Site of the Primary Burials of the Hagios Charalambos Cave:  
	 A Speculative Scenario, Costis Davaras... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119

Concordance of Excavation and Museum Numbers with Catalog Numbers... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129

References. . . .	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135

Index. . . . . . .	 ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143

Figures

Plates



List of Tables in the Text

Table 5.1.	 Typology of EM IIA offering tables... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

Table A.1.	 Concordance of sample, catalog, and excavation numbers of vessels that were 
	 petrographically analyzed... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76

Table A.2.	 Summary of fabric groups at Hagios Charalambos resulting from petrographic analysis... . 78

Table B.1.	 Summary of the 19 tables that record the pottery from the site... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102

Table B.2.	 Exterior of the cave, FN–EM I... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104

Table B.3.	 Monochrome Style, Scored Style, and Pyrgos Style, FN–EM I. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105

Table B.4.	 Hagios Onouphrios Style, EM I... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

Table B.5.	 Koumasa Style, EM IIA... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

Table B.6.	 Monochrome Style, pale burnished fabrics, EM IIA... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107

Table B.7.	 Monochrome Style, red to brown coarse fabrics with phyllite, dark surface, EM IIA... . . . . 107

Table B.8.	 Vasiliki Ware and its imitations, EM IIB... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108

Table B.9.	 Light-on-dark pottery, pale fabrics, EM III–MM II... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109

Table B.10.	 Diagonal Line Style and other small jugs, MM IA–IB... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111

Table B.11.	 Barbotine Style, MM I... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111

Table B.12.	 Knossian pottery, EM II–MM II... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111



HAGIOS CHARALAMBOS II: THE POTTERYx

Table B.13.	 Fine red pottery with dark red or black slip, MM IB.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112

Table B.14.	 Pottery with parallels from Galatas, MM IB... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113

Table B.15.	 Kamares Ware, MM IB–IIB... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113

Table B.16.	 Chamaizi pots, MM IIB... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113

Table B.17.	 Pottery with parallels from Malia, pale fabrics, MM I–IIB... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114

Table B.18.	 Various nonlocal fabric groups, pale fabrics, EM III–MM IIB.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

Table B.19.	 Lasithi Red Fabric Group, EM III–MM II... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116

Table B.20.	 Typology of local cups in the Lasithi Red Fabric Group. Many are painted with 
	 White-on-Dark decoration... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118

Table B.21.	 LM III pottery from outside the cave... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118



List of Figures

Figure 1.	 Map of Crete.

Figure 2.	 Map of the Lasithi Plain.

Figure 3.	 Neolithic to EM I coarse fabrics: carinated bowl with everted rim (1), cups and other open 
	 vessels (2, 4–15), closed vessel with handle (3), cup with lug handle (16), and jar with strap 
	 handle (17).

Figure 4.	 Neolithic to EM I coarse fabrics: jar (18), open vessels (19–22, 28, 29), Pyrgos Style chalices 
	 (23–27), and other chalices (30–32).

Figure 5.	 Neolithic to EM I coarse fabrics: goblet (34), open vessel with horizontal lug handle (35), 
	 miniature vessel with pierced lug handle (36), and large jug with pointed spout (37). EM I– 
	 IIA coarse and fine fabrics: open vessel (38), jugs (39–44), and Koumasa Style cup (45).

Figure 6.	 EM IIA Koumasa Style: cup (46) and wide-mouthed vessels with spout (47–50).EM IIA  
	 Monochrome Style: bowl with horizontal handle (51); cylindrical jugs (52–54); irregular  
	 conical jugs (55–57); and pyxis (58).

Figure 7.	 EM I–IIA dark burnished offering tables: Type B (59, 60), Type D (61), and Type E (62, 63).

Figure 8. 	 EM I–IIA dark burnished offering tables: Type E (64), Type I (65), and unknown plastic 
	 decoration (66–71).

Figure 9.	 EM IIB Vasiliki Ware: spouted goblet (72), jugs (73–82). EM IIB imitations in pale fabrics of  
	 Vasilike Style: goblet (83–86) and small jug (87).



HAGIOS CHARALAMBOS II: THE POTTERYxii

Figure 10.	 EM IIB Vasiliki Style imitations in pale fabrics: jugs (88–90). EM IIB Vasiliki Style imitations 
	 in the Lasithi Red Fabric Group: spouted conical bowl (91), goblets (92–94), and jugs 
	 (95–100).

Figure 11.	 EM III–MM II vessels with pale fabrics, light-on-dark decoration: shallow bowl (101), cups 
	 (102–108), tumblers (109–110), and small sized jugs (111–117).

Figure 12.	 EM III–MM II vessels with pale fabrics and light-on-dark decoration: small jugs (118–123)   
	 and medium to large jugs (124–130).

Figure 13.	 EM III–MM II vessels with pale fabrics and light-on-dark decoration: medium to large jug  
	 (131), closed vessel (132), jar with pierced vertical handles (133), miscellaneous pouring  
	 vessels (134–138), jars (139–141), and pyxis (142).

Figure 14.	 MM I Diagonal Line Style jugs (143–160).

Figure 15.	 MM I: Diagonal Line Style jugs (161, 162), jugs with bosses on body (163–166), and various  
	 classes of small jugs (167–175).

Figure 16.	 MM I various classes of small jugs (176–179). MM I–II Barbotine Style jugs (180–187).

Figure 17.	 EM II–MM I Knossian pottery: goblets (188–190), spouted jar (191), and wide-mouthed 
	 vessel with a bridged-spout (192). Mostly MM IB fine red fabrics with dark red slip imported  
	 from sites in the Pediada: tumblers (193–197), goblet (198), kantharos (199), tall carinated  
	 cup (200), carinated cup with grooves (201), minitaure pithos (202), small jug(?) (203), and  
	 jug with incised band on body (204).

Figure 18.	 MM IB–IIA cup and trefoil-mouthed jugs with parallels from Galatas: straight-sided cup  
	 (205) and jugs (206–214).

Figure 19.	 MM IB–IIA trefoil-mouthed jugs with parallels from Galatas (215–217) and side-spouted  
	 jugs or cups (218–222).

Figure 20.	 MM IB–IIB Kamares Ware: straight-sided cup (223), semi-globular cup (224), carinated cup  
	 (225), jugs (226–231), and jar (232). MM IIB Chamaizi pots (233–239).

Figure 21.	 MM I–II imports to Lasithi with parallels from Malia: spouted two-handled cups (240–243),  
	 jugs (245–248), and carinated cups or kantharoi (249–259).

Figure 22.	 MM I–II imports to Lasithi with parallels from Malia: cups (260, 261), scoop (262), and 
	 basket-shaped vessel (263). EM III–MM IIB miscellaneous imported fabric groups: shallow  
	 bowls (264, 265, 272), cups (266–271), miniature tripod vessel (273), and jugs (274–277).

Figure 23.	 EM III–MM IIB miscellaneous imported fabric groups: jugs (278–285), wide-mouthed vessel  
	 (286) closed vessel (287), and bridge-spouted jars (288, 289).

Figure 24.	 EM III–MM IIB miscellaneous imported fabric groups: side-spouted jug (290), spouted two- 
	 handled cups (291–299), small jar (300), and jar with thickened rim (301).

Figure 25.	 EM III–MM IA Lasithi Red Fabric Group: shallow conical bowls (302–308), shallow conical 
	 bowls with tab handles (309, 310), and rounded cup with bosses (312).

Figure 26.	 EM III–MM IA Lasithi Red Fabric Group: straight-sided cups with dark .paint on interior of 
	 rim and exterior (313–328).

Figure 27.	 EM III–MM IA Lasithi Red Fabric Group: rounded cups with dark paint on interior of rim  
	 and exterior (329–343).



Figure 28.	 Lasithi Red Fabric Group: EM III–MM IA rounded cups with dark paint on interior of rim 
	 and exterior (344–347), and EM II–MM I plain rounded cups or cups with paint missing  
	 (348–357).

Figure 29.	 EM II–MM I Lasithi Red Fabric Group: rounded cups, plain or with paint missing (358–369).

Figure 30.	 EM II–MM I Lasithi Red Fabric Group: rounded cups, plain or with paint missing (370–379).

Figure 31.	 Lasithi Red Fabric Group: EM II–MM I rounded cups, plain or with paint missing (380–382), 
	 MM I–II cylindrical cup with dark slip on interior and exterior (383), and rounded cups with  
	 dark slip on interior and exterior (384–394).

Figure 32.	 EM III–MM I Lasithi Red Fabric Group: straight-sided cups with conical shape (395–407).

Figure 33.	 EM III–MM II Lasithi Red Fabric Group: straight-sided cups with conical shape (408–412)  
	 and miscellaneous open shapes (413–419).

Figure 34.	 EM III–MM II Lasithi Red Fabric Group: miscellaneous open shapes (420, 421), brazier  
	 (422), tripod vessels (423–427), cooking vessel without legs (428), and small tripod bowl  
	 (429).

Figure 35.	 EM IIB–MM II Lasithi Red Fabric Group: jug or kantharos(?) (430) and jugs (431–436).

Figure 36.	 MM I–II Lasithi Red Fabric Group: jugs (437–445) and tube-spouted and bridge-spouted jugs  
	 (446, 447).

Figure 37.	 EM IIB–MM II Lasithi Red Fabric Group: tube-spouted and bridge-spouted jugs (448, 449),  
	 closed vessel (450), jars (451–457), and lid (459).

Figure 38.	 Geological map of the areas discussed in the text (adapted after IGME 1989).

LIST OF FIGURES





List of Plates

Plate 1.	 EM IIA Monochrome Style jugs (52, 55). EM IIA dark burnished offering table (64). EM 
	  IIB Vasiliki Ware small jugs (73, 74). EM IIB Vasiliki Style imitations in pale fabrics: goblet  
	 (83) and jugs (89, 90). EM IIB Vasiliki Style imitations in the Lasithi Red Fabric Group:  
	 goblet (92) and jug (96). EM III–MM II vessels in pale fabrics with light-on-dark decoration:  
	 jugs (113, 120, 121), teapot (137), and jar (139).

Plate 2.	 EM III–MM II vessels in pale fabrics with mostly light-on-dark decoration: jars (140, 141)  
	 and pyxis (142). MM I Diagonal Line Style and other small jugs in pale fabrics (144, 145, 164,  
	 174). MM IB minature pithos in fine red fabric with dark red slip (202). MM IB vessels with  
	 parallels from Galatas: jug (206) and side-spouted jug or cup (220). MM IIB Chamaizi pot  
	 (233). MM I–II imports into Lasithi: spouted two-handled cup (244) and conical cup (267).  
	 EM III–MM II Lasithi Red Fabric Group: straight-sided cups with conical shape (316, 319)  
	 and rounded cups (332, 345, 350, 371).

Plate 3.	 EM III–MM II Lasithi Red Fabric Group: rounded cup (377), cylindrical cup (383), straight- 
	 sided cup with conical shape (400), deep rounded cup (419), tripod vessel leg (424), jug with  
	 elevated spout (431), jugs (438, 439), and side-spouted or tube-spouted jug (447).

Plate 4.	 Fabric Group 1: calcite tempered (a). Fabric Group 2 (Lasithi Red Fabric Group): coarse 
	 phyllite fabric Group 2A (b), Group 2B (c). Small groups and loners with metamorphic rocks  
	 (d–f).

Plate 5.	 Small groups and loners with metamorphic rocks (a, b). Fabric Group 3: semicoarse with  
	 carbonate rock fragments (c). Fabric Group 4: calcareous grog-tempered (d); note elongate  



HAGIOS CHARALAMBOS II: THE POTTERYxvi

	 voids with remnants of burned organic material. Fabric Group 5: red fabric with quartz and  
	 clay pellets (e). Fabric Group 6: red fabric with quartz (f).

Plate 6.	 Fabric Group 7 (Mirabello Fabric): granodiorite fabric Group 7A (a), Group 7B (b). Fabric 
	 Group 8: very fine fabric with rare nonplastics (c). Fabric 9: fine calcareous with pellets (d).  
	 Fabric 10: fine calcareous with biotite mica (e). Fabric 11: fine fabric with rounded sandstones  
	 (f). 

Plate 7.	 Fabric 12: very fine fabric with pellets (a); note layer of slip on the upper part of field. Fabric  
	 13: very fine fabric with serpentinite (b).



Overview

The study of finds from the cave at Hagios Charalambos in the Lasithi Plain provides 
an illustration of the practice of secondary burial in Early and Middle Bronze Age Crete. 
The cavern adds to our understanding of Early and Middle Minoan Lasithi and illumi-
nates more clearly the function of the cave at Trapeza, which has close parallels for most 
classes of objects found at Hagios Charalambos. A total of 18,065 sherds and vases come 
from the excavations, and they were all studied either statistically or in detail.

A majority of the pottery from the site is made locally, but a selection of imports rang-
es in date from EM I or earlier to MM IIB. Imports can be recognized from the Gulf of 
Mirabello area, the Mesara, Malia, the Pediada, and Knossos. The pottery shows a shift 
in the use of imports during the site’s history. Objects from the Mesara decline after MM 
I, and objects from Malia increase in MM IIB. This change may reflect a shift in econom-
ic and/or political dominance and influence in Lasithi. 

Typical of pottery associated with burials, the types of vessels were mostly used for the 
pouring and drinking of liquids. In addition, the assemblage has small-sized vessels that 
most likely contained precious oils or liquids and several other classes including sever-
al small jars and spouted containers, a few jars in large sizes, and a fine cylindrical pyx-
is. The assemblage also has offering tables made from the local clay fabric of the Lasithi 
region. The tables were designed to be carried by a short stem, and they could have held 
a liquid or solid offering.

The local clay sources used to make the distinctive fabric of the plain’s pottery are rep-
resented in the majority of the ceramics found at the cave. Petrographic analysis pro-
vides a thorough description, and the fabric is referred to as the Lasithi Red Fabric Group. 
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Petrographic analysis of samples of imported wares confirms the origin of manufacture for 
some of the vases and allows for conclusions regarding the implications of certain imports. 

Overall, the pottery here shows that the people who deposited their dead in the second-
ary burial cave at Hagios Charalambos were in contact with ceramic production centers in 
East Crete, the Mesara, Knossos, the Pediada, and Malia. This range of influences speaks 
not only of trade relations and political spheres of influence but also of tastes in pottery 
production and consumption.
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List of Abbreviations

B	 base
C	 complete
cm	 centimeter(s)
d.	 diameter
EM	 Early Minoan
FN	 Final Neolithic
H	 handle
h.	 height
HCH	 Hagios Charalambos 
	 excavation number
HNM	 Hagios Nikolaos Archaeo- 
	 logical Museum number
IGME	 Institute of Geology and 
	 Mineral Exploration, Athens, 	
	 Greece
INSTAP-SCEC	 INSTAP Study Center for East  
	 Crete, Pacheia Ammos, Crete,  
	 Greece

L	 leg
LM	 Late Minoan
LN	 Late Neolithic
m	 meter(s)
max. dim.	 maximum dimension(s)
mm	 millimeter(s)
µm	 micrometers
MM	 Middle Minoan
MNI	 minimum number of individuals
MNV	 minimum number of vases
NC	 nearly complete
pres.	 preserved

R	 rim
rest.	 restored
S	 spout




