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Between 2002 and 2007, test excavations were conducted on non-expropriated
properties on the lower slopes of Hill I. On one of the properties, a large, massive,
double Late Minoan (LM) III fortification wall of Mycenaean type, unique for Crete,
came to light, and on two other properties, parts of the Protopalatial and the Neopa-
latial settlement were excavated (Tsipopoulou 2012a). Also, in 2002 excavations were
begun on Hill I (or Kephala), to the east of Hill I, again on non-expropriated prop-
erties. The first excavation there revealed the largest known settlement dated to the
Final Neolithic I'V period in Crete, in stratigraphical sequence with an Early Minoan
IA settlement (2002—2004; see Papadatos 2007, 2008, 2012; Tsipopoulou 2012a). A
Pre- and Protopalatial cemetery of house tombs and a burial rock shelter were par-
tially excavated in 2004—2006 (Tsipopoulou 2012d).

Since 2009, with the invaluable assistance and financial support of the Institute
for Aegean Prehistory (INSTAP) and its Executive Director, Philip P. Betancourt,
the excavation of the Pre- and Protopalatial cemetery advanced significantly. In
2012 the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Tourism granted the status of a five year
(2012-2016) systematic excavation project to the Petras cemetery.

The excavation of Sector I in 1985 and 1986 was financially supported by the
Hellenic Ministry of Culture, and since 1987, INSTAP has been the principal fund-
ing source. The conservation of the finds, the consolidation of the architectural re-
mains, and the study of the material were exclusively supported by INSTAP.

On the occasion of the publication of the present volume, I wish to express my
gratitude to the large group of people who contributed to the excavation, the conser-
vation, the consolidation, the studies, and the creation of the archaeological park of
Petras, as well as to the volume itself. First, I wish to thank the workers of the ex-
cavation, from Siteia and Chamaizi—without them, nothing would have happened;
the foreman of the Siteia excavations, Pandelis Kampanos from Chamaizi, who did
not participate in the excavation of Sector I, but consolidated the architectural re-
mains in 1992; the young archaeologists who worked in the excavation of Sector
I were Elsa Papatsaroucha (1986, 1988, 1989), Anastasia Papacostopoulou (1986),
Elena Prokopiou (1988), Costas Sbonias (1989), and Olga Mantzari (1989, 1990);
in 2011 Garifalia Kostopoulou and Maria Psallida conducted additional cleanings
in Sector I and completed the drawings (sections). The plans of Sector I are by M.
Tsipopoulou (1985-1986), Stephania Chlouveraki (1989), Costas Paschalidis (2000),
G. Kostopoulou, and M. Psallida (2011). The conservation of the finds was started
in 1987 at the Hagios Nikolaos Museum by Costis Nikakis, conservator of the 24th
Ephoreia, and it was continued in 1989-1991 in the Siteia Museum by S. Chlouver-
aki, Clio Zervaki, and Costas Georgantakis; in 1999-2003 the conservation was
completed at the INSTAP Study Center for East Crete in Pacheia Ammos by C.
Zervaki, assisted by Michel Roggenbucke. The excavation photos were taken by
M. Tsipopoulou and the photos of the finds by M. Tsipopoulou (1985-1990) and the
photographers of the INSTAP Study Center, Erietta Attali (1999-2001) and Chronis



PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Papanikolopoulos (2002—2005). The drawings of the finds are by M. Tsipopoulou,
Michael Wedde, Mary-Jane Schumacher, Siphis Pseikarakis, and Aspassia
Phygetaki.

I also thank very warmly J. Alexander MacGillivray, director of the Palaikastro
excavations, for the flotation of the soil samples of Sector I in 1990. The botani-
cal residue is not published in the present volume as their present whereabouts re-
main unknown.

The processing and cataloging of the small finds was carried out by E. Papat-
saroucha, A. Papacostopoulou, C. Sbonias, Eleni Nodarou, Costas Christakis, G.
Kostopoulou, M. Wedde, Yannis Papadatos, Lena Sjogren, Louise Hitchock, Clau-
dia Fugalli, Elena Chadjidopavlaki, O. Mantzari, and Evi Saliaka. Yiannis Papada-
tos created a database for the finds in Access format, which is currently used also
for the excavation of the Petras cemetery.

The present volume is the result of the hard work of an enthusiastic group of peo-
ple. Metaxia Tsipopoulou coordinated the publication and wrote the chapters on the
excavation data (Ch. 1), the architecture (Ch. 2), the potter’s marks (Ch. 7), and
the stone vases (Ch. 10). For the processing of the excavation notebooks, the strati-
graphical data, and the subsequent writing of Chapter 1, I was helped significant-
ly by Y. Papadatos (2003—-2004), M. Psallida (2010-2011), G. Kostopoulou (2013),
and Nektarios Karadimas (2013); Maria Emanuela Alberti studied and publishes
the pottery in cooking fabrics, Protopalatial, Neopalatial, and Postpalatial (Ch. 3);
Maria Relaki studied and publishes the Early and Middle Minoan I-II pottery (Ch.
4); Anna Simandiraki-Grimshaw studied and publishes the miniature vases (Ch.
6) and the figurines (Ch. 8); Joanne Cutler studied and publishes the textile tools
(Ch. 9); Heidi Dierckx studied and publishes the ground stone tools (Ch. 11); Ce-
sare D’Annibale studied and publishes the obsidian and chert material (Ch.12); Va-
lasia Isaakidou studied and publishes the mammalian faunal remains (Ch. 13); and
Tatiana Theodoropoulou studied and publishes the marine faunal remains (Ch. 14).

Several individuals were instrumental to the preparation of this volume. The
plates of photographs and the figures of drawings, as well as the concordance tables
of the present volume, were compiled by G. Kostopoulou and M. Psallida. The bib-
liography and index were the work of N. Karadimas. The proofreading and the ed-
itorial work was done by M. Tsipopoulou, with assistance from N. Karadimas and
Melissa Eaby. The two anonymous INSTAP reviewers are also warmly thanked,
as they helped all contributors of the volume to improve their manuscripts. Thanks
are also due to the INSTAP Academic Press team, the Publications Director Susan
Ferrence, and Managing Editor Jennifer Sacher for their excellent job in produc-
ing this volume.

This volume is not the first monograph dealing with Petras, as it was preced-
ed by two books, the first containing the final publication of the hieroglyphic ar-
chive of the palace (Tsipopoulou and Hallager 2010), and the second containing the
proceedings of the first Petras Symposium (Tsipopoulou, ed., 2012). This present
volume is the first volume of the final publication of Sector I of the settlement. It
comprises the excavation data and reports by specialists, as well as four minor pot-
tery studies, although quite significant in length. The decision was made to include
the chapters on Early and Middle Minoan Pottery (Relaki, Ch. 4) as well as the
one on Protopalatial, Neopalatial, and Postpalatial cooking wares (Alberti, Ch. 3)
in the present volume, along with chapters on the miniature vessels (Simandiraki-
Grimshaw, Ch. 6) and the potter’s marks (Tsipopoulou, Ch. 7) for the following
two reasons: (1) the economy of publishing the data of an enormous volume of
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Neopalatial ceramics and (2) the logic of the organization, since the other ceram-
ic researchers who present their results in the first volume deal with particular and
specialized components of the ceramic remains (e.g., potter’s marks). These ce-
ramic components either are not in the main phase of House 1.1 and 1.2 (Relaki) or
they deal with special and limited in quantity components of the material (Alber-
ti; Simandiraki-Grimshaw). Further, it is not possible to separate the pottery de-
scribed above from the discussion of the potter’s marks because of the fact that the
individual ceramic catalogs are interlinked with it. In addition, a very large num-
ber of potter’s marks are related to the Protopalatial phase of Sector I.

The second volume of the publication of Petras, Sector I, by Metaxia Tsipopou-
lou with a chapter on petrography by Eleni Nodarou, will discuss the Neopalatial
and Postpalatial pottery from Houses 1.1 and 1.2, and it will focus exclusively on
the main period of the Petras settlement, as excavated to date, namely the Neopa-
latial one. That volume will contain the publication of the pottery of the two prin-
cipal and extensively excavated phases of Sector I (Middle Minoan III-LM IA),
followed by the limited amount of LM III pottery connected with the Postpalatial
reoccupation. Included at the end of that volume will be a final concluding chap-
ter for Sector I as a whole.

This present volume appears after a long hiatus, and this fact accounts for vari-
ous shortcomings. A test excavation in the 1980s could not have possibly been con-
ducted using what is considered in the 21st century as best practice. For instance,
only the soil of few selected floor deposits was sieved, and the samples chosen for
flotation were very limited. Very few charcoal fragments were collected and none
proved suitable for dendrochronogical analysis or for C!* dating. It should be noted,
however, that this delay in publication, although regrettable per se, brought us the
advantage of being able to take into consideration a much more complete picture
of the site and its components, and also allowed us to include the results of the nu-
merous systematic projects that have been conducted and published since the mid-
1980s in Eastern Crete.

In any case, the present monograph would not possibly have been finished had
I still had a demanding full time job at the Hellenic Ministry of Culture. The se-
vere economic crisis in Greece, which caused the firing of many directors of the
Archaeological Service in 2011, including myself, enabled me to dedicate my time
and energy to the completion of this volume.

Metaxia Tsipopoulou
Athens, Exarcheia
January 2014



Cataloging System

In order to make the catalogs of the present volume easy to use, the methods of
collection and recording at the time of excavation, as well as that of the study of
the Petras pottery and small finds, are explained below.

For every year of excavation, two catalogs were created. In the first catalog, all
sherds from each locus of the excavation were collected and put in bags labeled
with a pottery bag number, which also included the year of the excavation (e.g.,
P86/bag 6). The pottery bag numbers were entered in the catalog of pottery bags,
which is created on an annual basis and comprised of all bags from all excavat-
ed areas of the site.

In the second catalog, complete vessels, vessels with a full profile, sherds of par-
ticular interest due to their decoration or rarity of shape, or even clearly intrusive
sherds were given a ME number (uucpd evpnuorto, excavation numbers for small
finds and select pottery). In the first two years of the Petras excavations (1985 and
1986), complete pots were entered in a separate catalog and labeled with the letter
“A” (for ayyeio [vessel], e.g., P86/A326 = Petras 1986, complete vessel 326). Oth-
er finds such as animal bones, shells, stone tools, soil samples, and carbon samples
were also given ME numbers, measured, and entered into the catalog. The cata-
log of the small finds contains objects from all excavated areas of the site, and it is
also created on an annual basis (e.g., P85/582). The 3-D coordinates for each ME
were measured and recorded in the excavation notebook, as well as on the locus
plan scaled 1:20. The Petras excavation catalogs have been electronic since 2000,
and older catalogs, such as those related to Sector I, have also been transferred into
an electronic database in Access format.
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After the pottery had been washed, all bags and ceramic MEs were laid out and
examined by the conservator. When joins were found and resulted in a full profile,
a new ME number was assigned and added to the catalog. After the completion
of the conservation work, each ME and bag of pottery was studied by an archae-
ologist and all data was recorded on special forms. Forms with a space for a pho-
tograph were created for the MEs from the Petras excavations, as were forms for
the study of the contents of each pottery bag. All ceramic MEs and all stone tools
were described on the forms, drawn, and photographed.

Recorded on the pottery bag forms are the pottery bag number, the locus num-
ber, the date of excavation, the initials of the archaeologist-excavator, the number
of sherds and weight of the bag, the number of diagnostic sherds, the shapes of the
vases, the types of clay, the types of decoration, the chronology, and the initials of
the person who completed the form. Afterward, during the next and final stage of
the study, several sherds were selected from each pottery bag on the basis of in-
teresting shapes/fabric/decoration, and these were described, photographed, and
drawn. These sherds were assigned numbers indicating the year, the pottery bag,
and their particular number (e.g., P85/bag 71/2). This information is also entered
on the pottery bag study forms.

All pottery from the Petras excavations is retained and stored in the Siteia Mu-
seum storerooms by pottery bag, according to each bag’s provenance (e.g., House
I.1, Room A, Lr II). Some of the Petras finds have been cataloged by the Siteia
Museum (e.g., P86/855, SM 12348).

In spite of a very thorough search in four storerooms of the 24th Ephoreia of
Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities, a limited number of MEs and pottery bags
seem to have been temporarily misplaced, with the result that they could not be in-
cluded in their related catalogs. For these particular MEs, this fact is noted as “not
found in the Siteia Museum,” and in the case of pottery bags, the symbol > is used.

All catalog entries are ordered sequentially by room, type, and layer so that the
reader can easily find further details on the context in the Excavation Data section
of the book (see Ch. 1). All measurements are in centimeters unless otherwise in-
dicated. When a sherd does not preserve a full profile, preserved dimensions are
given by numbers only (e.g., 3.5 X 6 x 0.5). The first number represents length,
the second width, and the third thickness. Measurements for small finds follow
the same convention.

In the catalogs and the concordance tables, the following object designations
are used:

A architectural elements (e.g., drains, plaster, slabs, mudbricks, door
sockets)
C chert

CW  cooking wares

EMP Early Minoan (I-11I) and Middle Minoan (I-II) pottery

F figurines

GS  ground stone tools

LW  loomweights

MV  miniature vessels

(0] obsidian

OB  obsidian blades

P MM I1II, LM I, LM III pottery (cataloged here when discussed in
conjunction with potter’s marks; all other P catalog entries will appear
in the subsequent volume)
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PM  potter’s marks
SV stone vases

When a ME belongs to more than one category (e.g., a cooking pot with a pot-
ter’s mark), both catalog numbers are given, separated by a hyphen (e.g., CW 76-
PM 215). Munsell numbers are provided for the ceramics.






Abbreviations

The following abbreviations are used in this volume:

A architectural element (cataloged) FM
base d. base diameter FN
C chert (cataloged) g
c coarse GS
Ca calcareous h.
ca. circa H/A
Ch chamotte/grog kg
cm centimeter(s) L
Cort. cortical L.
CW cooking ware (cataloged) LBA
d. diameter LH
d distal LM
dim/s.  dimension(s) Lr
Dist. distal LW
EBA Early Bronze Age m
EM Early Minoan max.
EMP Early and Middle Minoan I-II pottery MaxAU
(cataloged) MBA
est. estimated mc
F figurine (cataloged) MD

F phyllite based

phyllite and silver mica
Final Neolithic
gram(s)

ground stone implement (cataloged)

height

horn core or antler
kilogram(s)

liter(s)

length

Late Bronze Age

Late Helladic

Late Minoan

layer

loomweight (cataloged)
meter(s)

maximum

maximum anatomical units
Middle Bronze Age
medium coarse
mandible
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ME

Med.
MF
MinAU
MM
MNI
MT
MV
NISP

OB

P11
P85
P86
P88
P89
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Wkpd evpruoto (excavation number
for small finds and select pottery)
medial

multi-faceted

minimum anatomical units
Middle Minoan

minimum number of individuals
metapodial

miniature vessel (cataloged)
number of identified

specimens

obsidian (cataloged)

obsidian blade (cataloged)

Neo- and Postpalatial pottery
(cataloged)

pink iridescent phyllite
proximal

Petras excavation 2011

Petras excavation 1985

Petras excavation 1986

Petras excavation 1988

Petras excavation 1989

P90
PE
pers. comm.
pers. obs.
PH
PM
pres.
R
rest.
rim d.
SC

sf

SM
SV

T

th.

U

vC
vol.
AW

W.

wt.

Petras excavation 1990
pelvis

personal communication
personal observation
phalanx

potter’s mark (cataloged)
preserved

dark reddish-purple stone
restored

rim diameter

scapula

semi-fine

Siteia Museum catalog number
stone vase (cataloged)
transparent white
thickness

ulna

very coarse

volume

wall

width

weight



