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Chronology

The chronology, both relative and absolute, which the editors followed in pre-
vious publications was based on Aegean Bronze Age Chronology by Peter Warren
and Vronway Hankey (Bristol, 1989), but it also considers the more recent work
by Peter Warren (2010, “The Absolute Chronology of the Aegean circa 2000 B.c.—
1400 B.c. A Summary,” in Die Bedeutung der minoischen und mykenischen Glyp-
tik. VI internationales Siegel-Symposium aus Anlass des 50-jihrigen Bestehens
des CMS Marburg, 9.—12. Oktober 2008 [CMS Beiheft 8], W. Miiller, ed., Mainz
am Rhein, pp. 383-394). To maintain consistency with previous publications, this
chronology has been retained in this volume.

Late Minoan IIIA:1 Late Minoan IIIB:2
ca. 1425-1390 B.c. ca. 1240-1210 B.c.

Late Minoan II1A:2 Late Minoan IIIC:1
ca. 13851300 B.c. ca. 1210-1170 B.c.

Late Minoan IIIB:1
ca. 1300-1240 B.c.

A revised chronology for Late Bronze III based on Malcom Weiner (2003, “The
Absolute Chronology of Late Helladic III A2 Revisited,” BS4 98, pp. 239-250)
has also been taken into account as amended and is presented below.

Late Minoan IITA:1 Late Minoan IITA:2
ca. 1430-1390 B.c. ca. 1390-1310 B.c.
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Late Minoan IIIB:1 Late Minoan IIIC:1
ca. 1310-1250 B.c. ca. 1200-1170 B.c.
Late Minoan IIIB:2
ca. 1250-1200 B.c.
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Introduction to the Series

Yannis Tzedakis and Holley Martlew

This is the first volume of the final publication of the Late Minoan (LM) II1
Necropolis of Armenoi. It sets the scene, introduces the site and its topography,
and offers the results of field surveys and their finds. The research projects were
initiated and supervised by Holley Martlew with the permission and cooperation
of Yannis Tzedakis while he was Cultural Counseiller to the Cultural Olympiad.
Time passed and the projects continued.

Future volumes will be thematic, and we anticipate producing them at regular
intervals. The next volume, currently in preparation, will be The Late Minoan 111
Necropolis of Armenoi. Volume I1: Context, Contents, and Plans (in three parts;
Tzedakis, Martlew, and Arnott, eds.).

We would like to thank, at the very beginning, our colleagues at the INSTAP
Academic Press.

We wish to give recognition and thanks to all those who are carrying out spe-
cialist studies on every aspect of the necropolis and whose work will be published
in subsequent volumes: Yannis Tzedakis, Eleni Banou, Vicky Kolivaki, Stephen
Litherland, and Philip Mann (architecture); Yannis Tzedakis and Vicky Koliva-
ki (pottery); Anna Simandiraki (miniature vases); Holley Martlew (dromoi, ritu-
al pits, crypts, niches, and trial trenches); loanna Efstathiou (bronzes); Katerina
Baxevani (larnakes); Eleni Papadopoulou (stele); Olga Krzykowska (seals); Vicky
Kolivaki (small finds); Robert Arnott, coordinator of the study of human remains;
and the Director of Surveys, Steve Litherland.

The Necropolis of Armenoi is the most important and extensive, and the only in-
tact, necropolis that dates to Late Bronze Age (LBA) III on Crete. The publication
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of the necropolis will not only augment knowledge of Minoan ritual and burial
practices, but it also will add significantly to what we know about the Minoans as
a people.

The contents of the chamber tombs and dromoi are providing important in-
sights into what made this community so wealthy and enabled its inhabitants to
build such a necropolis. The finds, pottery, bronzes, larnakes, seals, and small
finds are revealing what the Minoans produced. It is clear that both production
and access to raw materials in the surrounding countryside would have provided
a basis for trade both within Crete and externally. The study of the finds is telling
us the ways they planned for death, and the result of that means we are learning a
great deal about their customs and values. The study of the human skeletal mate-
rial is contributing to our understanding of what health problems the Minoans had
and what diseases caused them suffering while still in this world.

Because the necropolis was in use for such a short period of time, roughly 200
years, it also presents a unique microcosm of the Minoan world. As if that were
not enough, as a result of our initiatives, we located and made a start on the exca-
vation of the remains of the nearby LM III town in the modern village of Kastellos
in 2007. This long-awaited discovery means that a new chapter now can be written
on the history of the town where those buried in the necropolis lived their lives.

Volume I represents the beginning, an introduction to the information we have
amassed and are assessing. We look forward to the future. We are involved in a
very important project, and all of us who have given, and are giving, so much time
and effort to it are mesmerized by it and proud to be a part of it.



