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Chronology

The chronology, both relative and absolute, which the editors followed in pre-
vious publications was based on Aegean Bronze Age Chronology by Peter Warren 
and Vronway Hankey (Bristol, 1989), but it also considers the more recent work 
by Peter Warren (2010, “The Absolute Chronology of the Aegean circa 2000 b.c.–
1400 b.c. A Summary,” in Die Bedeutung der minoischen und mykenischen Glyp-
tik. VI. internationales Siegel-Symposium aus Anlass des 50-jährigen Bestehens 
des CMS Marburg, 9.–12. Oktober 2008 [CMS Beiheft 8], W. Müller, ed., Mainz 
am Rhein, pp. 383–394). To maintain consistency with previous publications, this 
chronology has been retained in this volume.

Late Minoan IIIA:1
	 ca. 1425–1390 b.c.
Late Minoan IIIA:2
	 ca. 1385–1300 b.c.
Late Minoan IIIB:1
	 ca. 1300–1240 b.c.

Late Minoan IIIB:2
	 ca. 1240–1210 b.c.
Late Minoan IIIC:1
	 ca. 1210–1170 b.c.

A revised chronology for Late Bronze III based on Malcom Weiner (2003, “The 
Absolute Chronology of Late Helladic III A2 Revisited,” BSA 98, pp. 239–250) 
has also been taken into account as amended and is presented below.

Late Minoan IIIA:1
	 ca. 1430–1390 b.c.

Late Minoan IIIA:2
	 ca. 1390–1310 b.c.
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Late Minoan IIIB:1
	 ca. 1310–1250 b.c.
Late Minoan IIIB:2
	 ca. 1250–1200 b.c.

Late Minoan IIIC:1
	 ca. 1200–1170 b.c.
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also like to single out Vicky Kolivaki, our long-serving (and suffering) post- 
excavation and editorial assistant, without whom our lives would have been so 
much more difficult.

We wish to thank those who worked on the excavation of the necropolis, bring-
ing it into the light of day after the passing of 3,000 years: Maria Andreadaki-
Vlazaki, Eleni Banou, Tania Chatziefthimiou, Stella Chrisoulaki, Irini Gavrilaki, 
Eleni Georgoulaki, Athanasia Kanta, Anna Lentari, Stavroula Markoulaki, Dim-
itra Mitilineou, Eleni Papadopoulou, Eftihia Protopapadaki, Maria Petritaki, 
Anastasia Tzigounaki, Yianna Venieri, Eleni Voumvoulaki, and Violeta Zefki. 
Additionally, those who worked with us on the excavation of the town, located in 
2007, include Andreas Papadakis, Georgos Droudakis, Michaelis Nikoloudakis, 
Vassilis Pervolianakis, and George Sarros.

For the field surveys conducted in 2001, 2002, and 2007, those who worked 
through the heat of the sun, wind, rain, and driving snow to accomplish the tasks 
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put before them include Eileen Chappell and Steve Allender and their teams, 
comprising Manolis Bouzoukakis, Georgos Droudakis, Michalis Gazis, Andrew 
Giże, Eleni Goula, Vicky Kolivaki, John Lord, Christos Pilalis, Vassilis Pervoli-
anakis, Lambrini Polenta, Eftahia Protopapadaki, Paul Richardson, Georgos Sar-
ros, and Steve Turner. The geophysical survey of 2010 was conducted by Peter 
Masters, with help in the field from Michael Tite and Andrew Giże.

The museum and site guards who have looked after us so well through these 
years include those at the necropolis, Charalambos Litinas and Eugenios Psi-
harakis, and at the Rethymnon Museum, Chief Guard Petros Phitros, along with 
his colleagues, Dimitra Giannakopoulou, Andreas Kokolakis, Nektarios Lironis, 
Evangelia Papadaki, Anastasios Strilingkas, and Stavros Tsoumenis. We owe a 
special thank you to Giorgos Nikoloudakis, who, as Chief Guardian, looked af-
ter us for so many years.

For professional assistance, we would like to thank Irini Gavrilaki of the Epho-
rate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities for Western Crete, and, for their ex-
cellent craftsmanship, the conservators Christos Alertas and Nicholas Alertas at 
the Rethymnon Museum. We are also grateful to our photographers, Stefanos Al-
exandrou and Eftyhia Moraitaki, who have produced outstanding work for us, and 
our excellent draughtswoman, Alexandra Ariotti. We would also like to thank 
Anastasia Tzigounaki, Director of the Ephorate of Rethymnon, Greek Archaeo-
logical Service.

We must also never forget our friends who have looked after us, especially when 
the sun went down. These include Dr. Dimitri Michaelides and his wife Eleni, and 
Manolis Fradellos and Doris Chobiti, all of whom helped us in every way when-
ever the need arose. Their warmth and hospitality was never ending. They enter-
tained us at tavernas and produced marvelous feasts and barbecues at their homes. 

Over the years of excavation and study we have lost many dear friends and col-
leagues, and we wish to remember, with gratitude, their contribution to our work. 
They are Stefanos Alexandrou, Giorgos Nikoloudakis, Mitsos Kamitsis, Stelios 
Kartharos, Dimetrios Markoulakis, Stavros Polychronakis, Antonis Pentaris, and 
Spyros Vassilakis. They are all sorely missed.

We wish to thank Kenneth and Diana Wardle for their support and sound ad-
vice while the volume was being prepared. We would also like to express our 
warm appreciation for the untiring work of the project’s information technology 
consultant, Andrew Sparkes, who, during the final stages of publication, was able 
to provide us with the book’s illustrations at a satisfactory publication standard. 
Without his work, the completion of the book would have been impossible. We 
also offer a special thank you to Maria Andreadaki-Vlazaki, General Secretary of 
Culture, Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports, who contributed to the project 
from its inception and made our work much easier in so many ways.

Finally, we offer our gratitude to the organizations that supported us and made 
possible our excavation, surveys, and publication: the Hellenic Ministry of Culture, 
the 25th Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities (Western Crete), the In-
stitute for Aegean Prehistory (INSTAP), the Headley Trust, the Psycha Institution, 
the John Dicker Trust, the Gardner Foundation, the Holley Martlew Archaeolog-
ical Foundation, the Hellenic Archaeological Research Foundation, and the Re-
search Laboratory for Archaeology and the History of Art, University of Oxford.

All the photographs in Chapter 1 of this volume are courtesy of the Yannis Tze-
dakis Archive, except Figure 1.3, which is courtesy of Andrew Giże, and Figures 
1.35 and 1.36, which are courtesy of Holley Martlew; Figure 1.2 is the work of 
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Antonis Pentaris. The figures in Chapter 2 are the work of Andrew Giże. In Chap-
ter 3, Figures 3.1 and 3.2 are the work of Henry Buglass at the University of Bir-
mingham, and Figures 3.3–3.9 are by Steve Allender. In Chapter 4, Figure 4.1 is 
by Henry Buglass, and Figures 4.2–4.11 are the work of Peter Masters. In Chap-
ter 5, Figures 5.1–5.10 are by Alexandra Ariotti, and Figures 5.11–5.29 are by An-
drew Giże. All figures in Chapter 6 are the work of Alexandra Ariotti. In Chapter 
7, Figures 7.1, 7.2, 7.4–7.15 are by Andrew Giże; Figure 7.3 is based on the work of 
Antonis Pentaris. In Chapter 8, Figures 8.1, 8.3–8.9, and 8.11 are the work of An-
drew Giże; Figures 8.2, 8.10, and 8.12 are based on the work of Antonis Pentaris. 
In Chapter 9, Figures 9.3–9.7 are the work of Andrew Giże.
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List of Abbreviations

Cat. No.	 catalog number
CHM	 Archaeological Museum of 
	 Chania
cm	 centimeter(s)
CMS	 Corpus der minoischen und 
	 mykenischen Siegel
Cu Kα	 Copper K-alpha
d.	 diameter
dec.	 decorated
dim(s).	 dimension(s)
E	 east
EM	 Early Minoan
est.	 estimated
Exc. No.	 excavation number
GMT	 Greenwich Mean Time
GPR	 ground penetrating radar
GPS	 global positioning system
h	 hour(s)
h.	 height

Abbreviations for periodicals in the references of individual chapters follow the conventions of the 
American Journal of Archaeology.

ha	 hectare(s)
HM	 Heraklion Museum
IGME	 Institute of Geology and 
	 Mineral Exploration
kb	 kbar(s); unit of pressure  
	 measurement
kg	 kilogram(s)
km	 kilometer(s)
KTEO	 Κέντρο Τεχνικού Ελέγχου 	
	 Οχημάτων
L.	 length
LBA	 Late Bronze Age
LH 	 Late Helladic
LM	 Late Minoan
LRA	 Late Roman Amphora
Lst.	 limestone
m	 meter(s)
m asl	 meters above sea level
Ma	 million years ago
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max.	 maximum
Mi	 Midea
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MM	 Middle Minoan
MN	 Nafplion Museum
MP	 Minoan pottery
N	 north
No.	 number
nT	 nanotesla
pers. comm.	 personal communication
pres.	 preserved
RM	 Archaeological Museum of 
	 Rethymnon

RP	 Roman and Byzantine pottery
S	 south
SM.	 survey number prefix for Minoan 
	 pottery
SR.	 survey number prefix for Roman  
	 and Byzantine pottery
th.	 thickness
USGS	 United States Geological Survey
w.	 width
W	 west
WP	 waypoint
wt	 weight
WW II	 World War II



Introduction to the Series

This is the first volume of the final publication of the Late Minoan (LM) III 
Necropolis of Armenoi. It sets the scene, introduces the site and its topography, 
and offers the results of field surveys and their finds. The research projects were 
initiated and supervised by Holley Martlew with the permission and cooperation 
of Yannis Tzedakis while he was Cultural Counseiller to the Cultural Olympiad. 
Time passed and the projects continued.

Future volumes will be thematic, and we anticipate producing them at regular 
intervals. The next volume, currently in preparation, will be The Late Minoan III 
Necropolis of Armenoi. Volume II: Context, Contents, and Plans (in three parts; 
Tzedakis, Martlew, and Arnott, eds.). 

We would like to thank, at the very beginning, our colleagues at the INSTAP 
Academic Press. 

We wish to give recognition and thanks to all those who are carrying out spe-
cialist studies on every aspect of the necropolis and whose work will be published 
in subsequent volumes: Yannis Tzedakis, Eleni Banou, Vicky Kolivaki, Stephen 
Litherland, and Philip Mann (architecture); Yannis Tzedakis and Vicky Koliva-
ki (pottery); Anna Simandiraki (miniature vases); Holley Martlew (dromoi, ritu-
al pits, crypts, niches, and trial trenches); Ioanna Efstathiou (bronzes); Katerina 
Baxevani (larnakes); Eleni Papadopoulou (stele); Olga Krzykowska (seals); Vicky 
Kolivaki (small finds); Robert Arnott, coordinator of the study of human remains; 
and the Director of Surveys, Steve Litherland.

The Necropolis of Armenoi is the most important and extensive, and the only in-
tact, necropolis that dates to Late Bronze Age (LBA) III on Crete. The publication 

Yannis Tzedakis and Holley Martlew
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of the necropolis will not only augment knowledge of Minoan ritual and burial 
practices, but it also will add significantly to what we know about the Minoans as 
a people.

The contents of the chamber tombs and dromoi are providing important in-
sights into what made this community so wealthy and enabled its inhabitants to 
build such a necropolis. The finds, pottery, bronzes, larnakes, seals, and small 
finds are revealing what the Minoans produced. It is clear that both production 
and access to raw materials in the surrounding countryside would have provided 
a basis for trade both within Crete and externally. The study of the finds is telling 
us the ways they planned for death, and the result of that means we are learning a 
great deal about their customs and values. The study of the human skeletal mate-
rial is contributing to our understanding of what health problems the Minoans had 
and what diseases caused them suffering while still in this world.

Because the necropolis was in use for such a short period of time, roughly 200 
years, it also presents a unique microcosm of the Minoan world. As if that were 
not enough, as a result of our initiatives, we located and made a start on the exca-
vation of the remains of the nearby LM III town in the modern village of Kastellos 
in 2007. This long-awaited discovery means that a new chapter now can be written 
on the history of the town where those buried in the necropolis lived their lives.

Volume I represents the beginning, an introduction to the information we have 
amassed and are assessing. We look forward to the future. We are involved in a 
very important project, and all of us who have given, and are giving, so much time 
and effort to it are mesmerized by it and proud to be a part of it. 


