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Preface

In 2010, Doug Faulmann and his wife Kathy Hall took their little daughter Rosie
to a popular picnic spot near the artificial lake that furnishes water for the city
of Terapetra on the southeast coast of Crete. Doug, the chief artist at the INSTAP
SCEC in Pacheia Ammos, and Kathy, the senior conservator at the facility, were
interested in observing the birds that stop at the lake during their migrations.
Their daughter Rosie was six years old at the time, and they looked forward to a
pleasant outing.

After a short time, Rosie came up to her father with something in her hand and
said, “Look, Daddy, Minoan pottery.”

“No, no,” her father replied. “We don’t have Minoan pottery out here.”

“Yes,” Rosie insisted. “It’s Minoan pottery.”

Doug looked at what she had and realized that Rosie was right. Upon closer exam-
ination, fragments of other Bronze Age ceramics could be seen littering the ground.
Rosie had discovered a previously unrecorded Minoan site. The discovery was
reported to the Ephorate of Antiquities of Lasithi (formerly the 24th Ephorate of Pre-
historic and Classical Antiquities), and the director at the time, Vili Apostolakou,
investigated and confirmed the presence of the ancient site. Because this area was
such a popular picnic spot for the residents of Ierapetra and its vicinity, three small
rescue trenches were subsequently excavated where the soil was deep enough to yield
ancient remains.

What was discovered was an ancient settlement from the second millennium
B.C. that had been completely destroyed by bulldozing at some point prior to 1980.
All the architecture had been displaced in order to create level fields for growing
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olives. Only broken pottery and a few other artifacts remained to tell the story of
a small Minoan settlement that existed here for over a thousand years.

Bramiana is important because very little is known about the history of this part
of Bronze Age Crete. Few excavated settlements from the Middle or Late Bronze
Age are known either from Ierapetra or from the coastal region immediately east
and west of this large modern city. Bramiana provides an opportunity to learn a
substantial amount about the Bronze Age history of this little-known region.

A modern approach to the study of the ceramics at Bramiana leads to signif-
icant new conclusions about the distribution patterns of this commodity at the
beginning of the Late Bronze Age. This approach organizes the ceramics using
fabrics that are defined by petrography. Consequently, the chapter on the trade
in pottery (documenting, for example, several different sources for cooking pots
and two origins for ritual vessels, both on the north coast) has provided enough
new information on pottery distribution to make earlier treatments of the subject
based only on style probably in need of future work.

Earlier articles and reports that discuss the site include the following: Betan-
court et al. 2016; Apostolakou et al. 2019; Oddo 2019a, 2019b.

Definitions and Nomenclature for the Pottery

Pottery forms the bulk of the material recovered from Bramiana. Its fabrics are
characterized by petrography (see this vol., Ch. 2), with the word fabric defined as
the final state of the material used for a vessel or another ceramic object. The fabric
incorporates characteristics derived from the original raw materials, the process-
ing by the potters, the changes made during firing, and the post-burial alterations.

The nomenclature for fabric classes follows Betancourt (2008). Fabrics that have
been defined by petrography in print are capitalized (e.g., Cretan South Coast Fab-
ric and Mirabello Fabric). Fabric classes that have not been closely defined are not
capitalized (e.g., metamorphic fabrics). Named fabrics are defined by characteris-
tic aplastic constituents, with subclasses identified by workshop practices (such as
variations in clay mixes, differential levigation methods, or more than a single fir-
ing practice). The nomenclature for the shapes mostly follows Betancourt (1985).
Ornamental classes are called Wares (capitalized) only if both the fabric has been
defined petrographically and the surface treatment has been defined in detail (e.g.,
Vasiliki Ware, whose style is defined by Betancourt [1979], with subclasses made
of Mirabello Fabric; and Kamares Ware, defined by Walberg [1976, 1978] as elab-
orate white or polychrome decoration on a dark background on vessels made of
Cretan South Coast Fabric). If either the style or the fabric has not been closely
defined, the class is called a style instead of a ware (i.e., the Middle Minoan Dark-
on-Light Style [Betancourt 1977], which occurs at Bramiana in several different

fabrics). The word style is capitalized only when it is part of a named class.
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